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RACE & POLICING  
IN AMERICA

CHARLES M. BLOW is the Visual Op-Ed columnist for The New York Times, 
where his weekly column appears every Saturday. Mr. Blow’s columns tackle 
hot-button issues such as teen pregnancy, the national debt, the presidential 
race, gender roles, and the gay rights movement. In his memoir, Fire Shut Up 
in My Bones, Mr. Blow mines the rich poetry of the out-of-time Louisiana town 
where he grew up — a place where slavery’s legacy felt close, reverberating 
in the elders’ stories and in the near constant wash of violence. It is a bravely 
personal, one-of-a-kind story of self-invention — an instant classic of African 
American storytelling from the South. 


